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Objectives

Share findings on the AutoYast feature

The idea of automation from z/VM to Linux
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AutoYast: The foundation

Pre-configuration stages

Creating the parm file

Creating the .xml file

Tested on SP3 Beta 3 patch
– Local patch, not yet available in service stream 

– (LTC Bugzilla # 16817)
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Newly Installed Linux

Get the boot files
– Ftp to an installation file server (SUSE)

• VMRDR IKR The Linux kernel built for use with a ram disk

• INITRD The initial ram disk image

• PARM FILE The generic parm file for use with the ram disk system.

– Punch files to reader

– IPL (boot) Linux from virtual reader



z/VM System Test

© 2003 IBM Corporation5 November 16, 2005

System requirements

Minimum system requirements
– Approx. 50 cylinders (25MB) of disk space for the boot 

files

– 512 MB of memory

– Minidisk – Linux root file system
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Parm File

AUTOYAST=ftp://userid:pword@1.23.45.678//linuxImages/autoinst.xml
ramdisk_size=65536 root=/dev/ram1 ro init=/linuxrc
AUTOINSTALL=yes IP_INTERFACE=qeth IP_HOST=linux02.endicott.ibm.com        
IP_ADDR=9.60.27.213 IP_NETMASK=255.255.255.0 IP_BROADCAST=9.60.27.255  
IP_GATEWAY=9.60.27.1 IP_DNS=9.0.3.1 IP_SEARCH=endicott.ibm.com
READ_DEVNO=600 WRITE_DEVNO=601 DATA_DEVNO=602 PORTNAME=suselin7           
INST_PASSWORD=pword INST_INFO=ftp INST_IP_ADDR=9.60.25.249               
INST_IP_DIR=/linuxImages/SuSE/sles-9/s390x/installroot FTPUSER=userid
FTPPASSWORD=pword INST_SCREEN=VNC VNC_PASSWORD=secure IP_MTU=1500      

X E D I T  1 File 
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Creating the XML file 

SUSE autoyast tool

From a Linux machine command line
– Linux:~ # yast2 autoyast

Customize as needed 

Save .xml file on the installation file server
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XML Layout
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Check point

Boot files are loaded

Parm file customized

.xml file is on the installation server

Next: punch files and IPL Linux
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Congrats on your newly installed Linux

Reboot

Login

Make changes if needed

U R Good 2 Go

Documentati on: 
SUSE Linux 9 Bible

Preparation.pdf (SP#/CD1/docu)

AutoYast html file (usr/share/doc/packages/autoyast2)
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The idea of automation from z/VM to Linux

Objective: eliminate as many steps in the Getting 
Started with Linux (GSWL) book as possible

GSWL as the playbook for design flow

Cloning is out of scope
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A few areas to investigate

When the feature will be in Linux service stream

Using secondary user or SMAPI 

Appliance selection xml file

Maintenance from release to release

Directory Managed (Dirmaint)
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Thank you


